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Emily Dickinson – If I can stop one heart from breaking

If I can stop one heart from breaking,
I shall not live in vain;

If I can ease one life the aching,
Or cool one pain,

Or help one fainting robin
Unto his nest again,

I shall not live in vain.

John Clare – The Dying Child

He could not die when trees were green, 
For he loved the time too well. 

His little hands, when flowers were seen, 
Were held for the bluebell, 

As he was carried o'er the green. 

His eye glanced at the white-nosed bee; 
He knew those children of the spring: 

When he was well and on the lea 
He held one in his hands to sing, 
Which filled his heart with glee. 

Infants, the children of the spring! 
How can an infant die 

When butterflies are on the wing, 
Green grass, and such a sky? 
How can they die at spring? 

He held his hands for daisies white, 
And then for violets blue, 

And took them all to bed at night 
That in the green fields grew, 
As childhood's sweet delight. 

And then he shut his little eyes, 
And flowers would notice not; 

Birds' nests and eggs caused no surprise, 
He now no blossoms got; 

They met with plaintive sighs. 

When winter came and blasts did sigh, 
And bare were plain and tree, 
As he for ease in bed did lie 

His soul seemed with the free, 
He died so quietly.

Oscar Wilde – Requiescat

Tread lightly, she is near
Under the snow,

Speak gently, she can hear
The daisies grow.
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All her bright golden hair
Tarnished with rust,

She that was young and fair
Fallen to dust.

Lily-like, white as snow,
She hardly knew

She was a woman, so
Sweetly she grew.

Coffin-board, heavy stone,
Lie on her breast,

I vex my heart alone
She is at rest.

Peace, Peace, she cannot hear
Lyre or sonnet,

All my life's buried here,
Heap earth upon it.

Robert Frost – I a disused graveyard

The living come with grassy tread
To read the gravestones on the hill;
The graveyard draws the living still,

But never anymore the dead.

The verses in it say and say:
"The ones who living come today
To read the stones and go away

Tomorrow dead will come to stay."

So sure of death the marbles rhyme,
Yet can't help marking all the time

How no one dead will seem to come.
What is it men are shrinking from?

It would be easy to be clever
And tell the stones: Men hate to die

And have stopped dying now forever.
I think they would believe the lie.

Percy Bysshe Shelley – Remembrance

I.

Swifter far than summer's flight -
Swifter far than youth’s delight -

Swifter far than happy night,
Art thou come and gone

As the earth when leaves are dead,
As the night when sleep is sped,

As the heart when joy is fled,
I am left lone, alone.
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II.

The swallow summer comes again -
The owlet night resumes her reign -

But the wild-swan youth is fain
To fly with thee, false as thou.

My heart each day desires the morrow;
Sleep itself is turned to sorrow;

Vainly would my winter borrow 
Sunny leaves from any bough.

III.

Lilies for a bridal bed
Roses for a matron’s head
Violets for a maiden dead

Pansies let MY flowers be: 
On the living grave I bear
Scatter them without a tear

Let no friend, however dear,
Waste one hope, one fear for me. 

Lewis Carroll - Dreamland

When midnight mists are creeping,
And all the land is sleeping,

Around me tread the mighty dead,
And slowly pass away.

Lo, warriors, saints, and sages,
From out the vanished ages,

With solemn pace and reverend face
Appear and pass away.

The blaze of noonday splendour,
The twilight soft and tender,

May charm the eye: yet they shall die,
Shall die and pass away.

But here, in Dreamland's centre,
No spoiler's hand may enter,

These visions fair, this radiance rare,
Shall never pass away.

I see the shadows falling,
The forms of old recalling;

Around me tread the mighty dead,
And slowly pass away.
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Walter de la Mare - An Epitaph

Here lies a most beautiful lady,
Light of step and heart was she:

I think she was the most beautiful lady
That ever was in the West Country.
But beauty vanishes; beauty passes;

However rare, rare it be;
And when I crumble who shall remember

This lady of the West Country?

Edgar Allen Poe - Spirits of the Dead

I

Thy soul shall find itself alone
’Mid dark thoughts of the gray tombstone—

Not one, of all the crowd, to pry
Into thine hour of secrecy.

II

Be silent in that solitude,
Which is not loneliness—for then
The spirits of the dead who stood

In life before thee are again
In death around thee—and their will

Shall overshadow thee: be still.

III

The night, tho’ clear, shall frown—
And the stars shall look not down

From their high thrones in the heaven,
With light like Hope to mortals given—

But their red orbs, without beam,
To thy weariness shall seem

As a burning and a fever
Which would cling to thee for ever.

IV

Now are thoughts thou shalt not banish,
Now are visions ne’er to vanish;
From thy spirit shall they pass

No more—like dew-drop from the grass.

V

The breeze—the breath of God—is still—
And the mist upon the hill,

Shadowy—shadowy—yet unbroken,
Is a symbol and a token—

How it hangs upon the trees,
A mystery of mysteries!
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